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Hi Dawn,

Twentyeight volunteers attended our workday in the forest last month.  We 

welcomed three new members along with five more attending their first 

workday.

We hope you enjoyed your time in the forest, and if you haven't given any 

feedback on how your day went, please let us know, 

email volunteers@volbop.org.nz

FOREST WORKDAY - SUNDAY 9th AUGUST 2020

When -  Sunday 9th August 2020

What time - 9.00 am to whenever

Where - Ōtanewainuku Shelter - Mountain road, Oropi

The work for this day will consist of putting RatAbate toxin out on bait lines.  

Gloves will be provided, however, there should be no need to touch the bait.  

Carry bags will also be provided as you will be required to carry the bait out 

into the forest, weighing around 7kg.  There will be the option of line clearing 

also.

• We will start at 9 am. Please arrive a little earlier to ensure everyone is 

present at the briefing and H&S Induction.



• New volunteers - once the briefing is completed you will be assigned to 

an experienced volunteer.  Please make yourself known to the person in 

charge of the day.  Assemble where required.

• Sturdy walking shoes or boots will be required, as well as warm gear, 

raincoat, drink, and snacks if going out in the bush.

• Hi-Viz vest and personal first aid kit are recommended. Allergy 

medications need to be in first aid kit i.e. wasp sting.

• A reasonable level of fitness required as some of the terrain could be 

steep for this work, however, there will be the option of line clearing.

• Sausage Sizzle and a cuppa provided afterward for you.

Please remember to check Facebook and email for cancellations.

SALTED RABBIT PROCESSING WORKDAY

The team have a workday scheduled on Tuesday 15th September - so that's 

next month.

If you have already indicated your willingness to be a part of this team please 

put this date in your calendar.

If you haven't helped in this team yet, come on and give it a go!

They processed a lot last workday and their stocks are holding well but will 

need more soon.

Give Mac 0274746057, or John 021 056 4048, a call or text to tell them you're 

going to be there!

KIWI TEAM

Kiwi have had a sad and a glad month. 

Our 3 1/2-year-old girl Matariki was hit by a car on No2 Rd. Two sharp-eyed 

youngsters spotted her from their vehicle and called mom to stop. Along with a 

local couple, The Hatchery, Vets Plus in Rotorua, and Massey vets, all played a 

part in trying to save her. Sadly X-ray showed both legs too badly damaged, so 

the decision was made to euthanize. Not a happy Matariki for OT.  A huge 

thank you to everyone involved.

On a far brighter note, Cosmos has been liberated in Otanewainuku to find his 



forever patch. He has a choice of ladies and land and at almost 4 should be 

looking for both.

Our first exciting incubation for this season is underway with Myfie due for egg 

pick up mid-September.  His two chicks from last year are doing well in 

Warrenheip. 

Watch this space for this year's chick count!  Can we beat last year's five?

Cheerz Sheryl

SPONSORSHIP

Meet the newest two members of our OKT sponsorship family.

Bestow Beauty are a skin care business located in Greerton village.

Their philosophy is one of self-care, ‘Slow Beauty” and rediscovering natures 

gifts.  The same could be said of Ōtanewainuku. 

Bestow have a range of organic plant based skin care products, recipe books 

and superfood extracts.

Find out more about their wonderful products 

at https://www.bestowbeauty.com or click on the Bestow Beauty logo on the 

OKT website.

Janine Tait and the team at Bestow will be helping to fund our trapping 

program

Vanessa Charman-Moore is the Property Brokers consultant for the 

greater Tauranga area.

In addition to sponsoring the Ōtanewainuku Trust, Vanessa also helps out on 



some of the regular workdays, so if you see her there say Hi.

If you are considering buying or selling a residential or lifestyle property please 

give Vanessa a call or click on the Property Brokers logo on our website.

SO MUCH LIFE AT NIGHT!

Who knew that there was so much biodiversity and life going on at night at 

Ōtanewainuku Forest!

Whakatane Kiwi Group night walks coordinator and bugs man Russell Ingram-

Seal, led a small group of keen volunteers on a guided walk night recently 

pointing out tree wetas, all sorts of spiders, fungi, lichen, glow worms and a 

myriad of invertebrates with strange names. His UV torches lit up the forest at 

times with the lichen and fungi particularly turning iridescent.

TRAINING THE TRAPPERS!



Volunteers working their own trap lines often don’t get to meet up with other 

trappers so it was great to get together one winter’s morning at Carmichael 

Reserve for some training in various trapping techniques with people trying out 

the DOC 200s and sentinel traps. Thanks Dianne, Peter, Dave B and Dave E for 

an enjoyable and valuable get session.



FOR THE KIDS

There are glow-worms, wētā, spiders, fungi, lichen, among other things in the 

Ōtanewainuku Forest so how much do you know about what lives in there?

Is a glow-worm really a worm?

The term ‘glow worm’ is actually a misnomer as these creatures aren’t worms – 

they’re larvae.  

Why do glow-worms glow?

Glowworms are bioluminescent, meaning they produce and emit light naturally 

from an organ near their tails that is similar to a human kidney. Beyond being 

pretty to look at, the bioluminescent glow is also used to attract prey. Smaller 

insects and flies are drawn to the light and fly towards it.

What is a tree wētā?

Tree wētās (or any of the 5 groups of wētā) look very much like big strong 

grasshoppers or crickets with long antennae. Their body is protected by a shiny 

black/brown exoskeleton. Tree wētā are nocturnal and arboreal (living in 

trees), hiding in hollow tree branches during the day and feeding at 

night. Their diet consists of leaves, flowers, fruit, and small insects.

What is the difference between an invertebrate and a vertebrate?

Animals can be classified as either vertebrates or invertebrates.



Invertebrates are animals that don't have a backbone. Some have soft 

bodies, like worms, slugs, and jellyfish. Other invertebrates, like insects, 

spiders, and crustaceans, have a hard outer casing called an exoskeleton. This 

protects their body a bit like a suit of armour.

Vertebrates have a backbone inside their body. They include mammals, birds, 

fish, amphibians, reptiles.....and YOU!

CAPS FOR SALE!

The cost per cap is $20.00.

If you are interested, please contact volunteers@volbop.org.nz to arrange 

payment (cash only) and pickup or bring along cash to the next workday.



OKT & SOCIAL MEDIA

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram and, if you take any photos at 

Ōtanewainuku that you’re happy to share, please tag us in. We love seeing 

people enjoying the great walks there.

https://www.facebook.com/otanewainuku/

https://www.instagram.com/otanewainukukiwitrust/

The Ōtanewainuku Kiwi Trust (OKT) Handbook

This handbook gives an insight into the background of the trust, 

it's purpose and vision and how you as a volunteer can help 

achieve that vision.  This is not only for those working actively in 

the forest but also to those helping behind the scenes.

If you would like a copy of the volunteer handbook emailed to you 

please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Gaylene Street 

volunteers@volbop.org.nz or on 07 571 3714.



When the Forest Flourishes, the People Flourish.
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