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OKT Patron: Carole Long
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Earlier this year, we approached Carole Long and asked her to
become the first official patron of the Ōtanewainuku Kiwi Trust. We
are delighted that she accepted our request.
Keen conservationist and recent recipient of the Queen’s Service
Medal, Carole has served on every level of the Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society of New Zealand, including two terms on its
executive board. She also worked for the Department of Conservation and helped to establish, (and become) the longest-serving volunteer for the Ōtanewainuku Kiwi Trust. Carole still visits schools,
clubs and community groups, inspiring many people, young and old,
to appreciate the value of our natural areas.
If you would like to arrange a talk to your community group or
school, or arrange a trip to the forest, contact us by email:
info@kiwitrust.org

Carole Long before her talk to the Papamoa Women's Institute.

Retiring Chairs Hans & Kiri
Hans Pendergrast retired from the position of Chair in
2018 due to an increase in workload on his family land.
Hans brought to the position of Chair an unwavering
passion and love of the land in Oropi/Mangatoi of which
Ōtanewainuku forest is such an important part. He went
well above and beyond in the role, dedicating many
hours to the Trust and its objectives, including our 201522 Strategic plan and creation of a volunteer handbook .
The Pendergrast family goes back to the early settlers
of the Mangatoi area and his father Jim was the founder
of the Ōtanewainuku Kiwi Trust. The Pendergrast roots
go deep. Hans continues to bring his enthusiasm to the
Board as a trustee and to the education team where he
loves to share the forest with the generations to come.
Kiri Diamond has been acting Chair since June 2018
but is about to head over the Kaimai ranges to a new
position as Strategic Planning Manager for South
Waikato District Council. Kiri has brought great energy
and commitment to the role and has been instrumental
in building stronger relationships with iwi.
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We are grateful for Kiri and Hans’ fine mahi (work)!

Members of the Trust and representatives of Waitaha at Hei Marae.

Working with mana whenua
Ōtanewainuku Kiwi Trust acknowledge the important relationship
that mana whenua have with Ōtanewainuku and have taken steps
to work collaboratively with iwi who associate to Ōtanewainuku,
The relationships that Ōtanewainuku Kiwi Trust have been able
to build has enriched the Trustees with knowledge of what is important to mana whenua and therefore informed how OKT keep
volunteers culturally safe while doing work at Ōtanewainuku. We
are excited about being able to collaborate with iwi around current
and future projects as we move towards learning from each other,
so that future generations can enjoy the taonga of flora and fauna
held within Ōtanewainuku,
Recently we met with representatives from Waitaha at Hei Marae
in a very productive relationship building exercise Whakairinga
Korero. Warm thanks to Vivienne Robinson and DOC for organising this gathering.

Meri Kirihimete

Good Egg

A big thank you to all who contribute
to the success of the Trust: from
those working in the bush, those who
help organise communication, database and volunteers, to those who
make financial contribution that help
us purchase traps, bait and more. It
has been amazing working across the
organisation. I have been humbled by
the expertise of the people who
choose to share their skills to help our
forest flourish again.
We are a large volunteer organisation that makes a considerable
positive impact for conservation in
New Zealand and this was iterated by
Minister Eugenie Sage the two times I
got to speak with her this year. It has
also been the year that the Trustees
were able to sign a Community Management Agreement with DOC in
partnership with Waitaha. We have
also been able to share OKT’s future
opportunities with iwi of Tauranga and
Tapuika and I am pleased to have
positive feedback from all.
It has been a privilege to work on
these projects as a volunteer with
such passionate and devoted trustees. I am excited about the developments currently in the pipeline and
looking forward to seeing them come
to fruition in 2019. I will miss being on
the board, but I will be glad to join my
husband Martin again and work with
Toby (our kiwi tracking dog) back in
the bush again.
A reminder that if you are planning
to enjoy the beautiful bush life, please
remember to keep safe, take water
and snacks, warm clothing and take
only photos and leave only footsteps.
Have a joyous Christmas and a
positive 2019. Nga manaakitanga,

OKT volunteer Sheryl Petersen has earned a
Good Egg Award at the inaugural Kiwi Awards.
The awards were created by Kiwis for Kiwi, an independent charity supporting kiwi conservation
groups around the country.
Sheryl joined the Trust as a volunteer in 2003,
initially clearing and marking trap lines, before progressing to running toxin programmes for the control of rats and possums and joining the kiwi monitoring team, carrying out health checks, transmitter
changes and egg lifts as part of the Operation Nest
Egg national programme. She now manages the
Trust’s kiwi programme and is devoted to the recovery of kiwi.
“It’s fabulous to be recognised. I’ve certainly put
in a lot of time over a lot of years for them,” she
says. Sheryl was inspired to work with kiwi after
doing the Lake Waikaremoana Great Walk in the
early 2000s and seeing how successful the kiwiproof fence there had been. Sheryl reckons she’s
probably spent about 120 days in the bush over
the past 12 months for the trust, as well as keeping the kiwi register up-to-date. It’s meant
a curtailment of her second love – tramping – but her love of kiwi knows no bounds.
“I’ll never lose the buzz of picking up a bird,” says Sheryl. “They’re such special
creatures. We always try and get our sponsors along so they can meet their birds.”

Excerpt from The Weekend Sun | Kerry Mitchell

Trappers update

For the year ended 2017, we caught 30 ferrets, 21
hedgehogs, 6 possums, 115 stoats, 210 rats, 4 weasels and 8 feral cats. This year to end of October, our
tally is 17 Ferrets, 15 hedgehogs, 4 possums, 62
stoats, 235 rats and 3 feral cats. Thanks!
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Kiwi food
Did you know… kiwi are omnivorous
and although worms form a major
part of their diet, they will also readily
eat woodlice, millipedes, centipedes,
slugs, snails, spiders, insects, seeds,
berries and plant material. Kiwi feed
at night and probe into the ground
with their bill up to a depth of 12cm.
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A warm welcome to our new stoaties, Murray & Lewis Smith and Ben Jones sharing
lines 3A47, 3A49 & 3A50, Megan Read & Lesley Mochan on lines 1A24 and 1A20, John
Speirs on lines 3A11, pT3A1, 3A07 and Callum
Armstrong on lines 1A16, pt1A10 and 1A12. Callum
takes over from the two Ians (Ian Taylor & Ian Ritchie)
who have diligently trapped these Mountain lines for a
number of years but will now be trapping on different
lines – a change of scenery! Welcome to our great
bunch of enthusiastic “stoaties” who are so dedicated
in eradicating unwanted stoats, ferrets and the odd
weasel plus a whole bunch of rats who are foolish
enough to venture into stoat tunnels. Without you we
could not retain our taonga of flora and fauna

Kiri Diamond

Kiwi probe holes at Otanewainuku

29 June 2018 abridged

We are phasing out Conibear traps and replacing
them with DOC200s. DOC200 boxes were made
thanks to volunteers’ efforts. Now it’s a matter of systematically working through each stoat line to put out these new traps. We plan to create
a “ring of steel” by putting out DOC250’s around the perimeter of Otanewainuku where
pasture land adjoins forest. These will primarily target ferrets. Ferrets will kill adult kiwi.

A very big “thank you” to Dave Rowlands (aka Stretch) for preparing the salted rabbit
for us over the past 8 years or so. His efforts have been hugely appreciated. Our new
“Rabbiteers” are Ian (Mac) McEwen, John Speirs, John Oldridge, Harry Whareaorere.
Mac and his wife, Rosemary have kindly provided a huge freezer which is now resides at
Hans Pendergast’s farm on Seals Road. This freezer is currently holding about 70 rabbits ready to be processed for salting. The Rabbiteers met at Hans’s place with the initial
guidance from Dave Edwards who kindly showed them what was involved with preparing
salted rabbit. Hans finished off the process the following day and delivered about 7 containers to the Deans’ Oropi lock-up freezer. We are always on the “look out” for new volunteers and now with the proposed intensification of our trapping regime, we are looking
for capable and committed volunteers who have a desire to make a difference in our forest. Please contact me if this is an area of conservation that you want to be involved
with. My phone number is 027 710 0517. It would be wonderful to hear from you!
Jenny Meehan

Chad Cottle
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How did you first get involved with the Trust? Thanks to Craig Montgomerie. He
got our class involved. In July/Aug 2015 we started off coming to volunteer work days.
Why did you want to get involved? Doing the Environmental management degree
we wanted to keep with the same theme out of hours. I wasn't very familiar with Tauranga nor done much volunteer work.
What did you get out of it? Cool experiences, handling kiwi, working with teams, seeing and understanding how the Ops committee works. I came from an agricultural
background: I can say I have experience handling kiwi, monitoring trap lines, very useful experience in the conservation field.
Tell me about your background: I grew up on sheep stations and in my last few
years of school did correspondence. My parents have been possum trapping for most
of their lives. I helped dad out a lot with that. During my last year of correspondence
school we lived in an army tent near Waitomo caves (March – August) then came back
to live in Tolaga Bay. I did two years doing Level 3 and 4 Certificates in Horticulture in
Kaitaia, and enjoyed the botany which led me to the Environmental Management/
Biological Science degree.
First volunteer activity you took part in? Work day pre-feeding before toxin.
How do you keep yourself busy when not volunteering for the Trust? I am working on the West coast as a field ranger working on pest eradication research for a company called Zero Invasive Predators. I love photography, climbing mountains.
(Follow Chad & Craig on Instagram nzcoastie & outdoorbrewingchef - Editor)
What were some of the highlights of your involvement with the Trust?
There have been so many! Seeing and holding a kiwi. First time we went to the crèche
at Warrenheip and we did the health checks. They weighed them, checking eyes,
claws, how fat they were and did transmitter changes. The kōkako release and monitoring: it was able to happen due to the amazing pest control the Trust does. Helping
Sheryl find a kiwi. We used the telemetry aerial, following the beeps, keeping them
strong to make sure we were in the right direction, thru streams and valleys. We got
some practice before hand, in Warrenheip. When you get close, you have to make
sure we weren’t standing on any burrows. Some hide in logs, some in a bank, one was
sitting in a hollow behind a clump of ferns. Grabbing a kiwi down a burrow in Warrenheip was a thrill– they kick with their claws, so you’ve got to grab them gently! But the
biggest highlight was helping with Smokey’s egg lift: camping out, waiting for the kiwi to
get off his nest, knowing where it was, then stealing the poor guy’s eggs, feeling sorry
for him, but knowing it’s got to be done. Then we delivered them to Kiwi Encounter.
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Volunteer Profile: Chad Cottle

Kiwi released from Warrenhiep into the Northern block:
Natalia Lumsden, Roanne Sutherland,
Craig Montgomerie, Sheryl Petersen and Chad Cottle

Kiwi Update
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We presently have 21 kiwi within the Ōtanewainukuforest. The population is made up
of 13 females and 8 males. All 8 males have bonded with female partners and are settled in their territories. The 5 single females seem to be relatively stable with little
movement seen over the last month. We now have the nucleus of a stable core population of kiwi at Otanewainuku.” David Brown | Kiwi Manager

Video - Instagram
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Stonemedia took a recent trip with OKT volunteers. “We focused
on tracking two young kiwi for a transmission band replacement
and general health check. Unfortunately the first kiwi we came
across had settled itself well into its burrow, so we left it to rest for another day. The
second kiwi is a youth that was released recently. With a quick band replacement the
kiwi was released back into the bush. This was an amazing experience and proves
how much we need to support the effort of the volunteers and the pest eradication program that is reducing the destruction of local populations of kiwi.”
www.instagram.com/p/BZ96BL7FYP4/?taken-by=stonemedia

Conservation Minister’s visit for kokako
Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage dropped in to Ōtanewainuku to see and hear
the kōkako recently moved over from Kaharoa. Ten more birds were successfully
shifted bringing the total relocated to Ōtanewainuku to nearly 40. Local iwi members
from Waitaha joined Trust members to greet the Minister who was very knowledgeable
about the conservation efforts at Ōtanewainuku.

Kokako relocation manager Dave Bryden, Hans
Pendergrast, Conservation minister Eugenie
Sage & DOC regional manager Jeff Milham.

OKT joins the Bay Conservation Alliance
The Bay Conservation Alliance was launched to support, sustain and grow community led environmental restoration and nature conservation. Also to share support
services to increase collaboration; to help increase funding investment in conservation
and to work towards landscape scale environmental restoration and nature conservation.” Members include the Aongatete Forest Project, Maketu Ongatoro Wetland Society, the Uretara Estuary Managers, Friends of the Blade and Te Whakakaha Trust.

www.bayconservation.nz

Thank you!
The Trust would like to thank all our sponsors, large and small, for your part in helping us to ensure Ōtanewainuku
becomes a flourishing forest. A big thank you to Melanie Norton who is, after many years, handing over her role as
treasurer to Chris Rogers. Chris will be managing our Xero accounting package and all month-tomonth payments, receipts, invoicing etc. He and Melanie will be working as a team and Melanie
will remain on the Trust Board as the person who will be Chris’s link to the Board, oversee year
end accounts and budgeting and also manage the funding team.
It has been 18 months since our last newsletter so apologies if we have missed any important
donations. Our condolences and gratitude to the family of Barbara Rowe who left us a bequest of
$5,000 in her will. Thanks to Te Puke Kiwi Coast Lions Club $300, Ngamuwahine Camp Trust gave
us $3,000. We received $250 from a Great Kiwi Morning Tea organised by Carole hosted by Bayswater Village, helped by Sheryl. Heyworth Enterprises gave us $100 after the Polar Challenge –
instigated by Sheryl. BayTrust have granted us $10,000 for traps. Wild Kiwi Clothing won the sponsor of the year award at the recent national kiwi hui. And continue to support us with the sale of
their multi-scarves, donating more than $10,550. You can get yours here:
www.wildkiwiclothing.co.nz Thanks too, to Bay Radiology $500, thanks to Helen & Bron for
nominating OKT as their preferred donor in lieu of gifts at their recent wedding. Thanks go to Paul
Tustin who kindly donated his TECT cheque $500 for the purchase of kiwi monitoring equipment. Thanks also to the Papamoa Friendship Club $88.50, Mark & Esme Dean - Electricity bill
paid, Paul Higson Trust donation of $500 for new traps, Maketu Rotary Club $350, WBOPDC
staff fundraising from morning teas $500, Tauranga Primary School $150 and all our donors
via our Givealittle campaign. Thanks also to Comvita for continuing to sponsor this
newsletter. Ongoing thanks to the Te Puke Veterinary Centre Ltd who donate $1000
annually towards kiwi health as well as other occasional costs such as the Baycox
(medication for coccidiosis) or new microchip scanners when needed. Our Acorn
Foundation Endowment Fund continues to grow with distributions being reinvested at this stage. Thanks to everyone else who has made a donation this

time.

Private or Business sponsorship is always welcome!
Give Gavin Cherrie a call on 021 1900 449 or email chair@kiwitrust.org

www.facebook.com/otanewainuku
www.instagram.com/

Endowment fund
I discovered a passion for fundraising on the Oxfam Trailwalker. I
believe in the amazing conservation efforts taking place at Ōtanewainuku and am excited to put my fundraising skills into practice by promoting and growing the endowment fund.
Christmas is almost upon us, which is a great time to consider
making a charitable contribution to the fund. Your gift will help
ensure that the vital work in the forest continues in perpetuity.
You don't need to be wealthy to make a donation; over time
your gift will grow, giving back to OKT year after year. You can
contact the Acorn Foundation directly, by phone or through their
website, for more information www.acornfoundation.org.nz
Jess Stratton
jessicaraestratton@gmail.com

Yes, I need a Tax Receipt

Donate via Internet Banking 02 0466 0093982 00
Otanewainuku Kiwi Trust BNZ Tauranga Branch Please include
your name and phone number in the reference fields. Email us
your full details and details of your deposit if you want a receipt.
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