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Falcons - Fantastic!

Great news! A pair of NZ Falcon have been spotted in Otanewainuku -
hopefully a breeding pair. Another example of an endemic threatened
species benefiting from all our volunteers' hard work!

Kokako Spring Survey 2014

As most of you will know, the OKT, in partnership with the Department of Conserva-
tion (DOC), translocated kokako from Kaharoa and Rotoehu in 2010 and 2011. The
translocation was successful with most of the birds settling into their new home,
forming pairs and territories... And why wouldn't they? Otanewainuku provides an
ideal kokako habitat.

A Spring survey of kokako at Otanewainuku was undertaken to establish the current
status of Otanewainuku kokako. Outcome monitoring of this type, while a big task,
lets you know if your objectives are being met. It's sometimes easy to focus on ani-
mal pest control results (a good indicator as to how well control work is going), but
the objective after all, is to have a healthy and flourishing forest.

Undertaking a survey of this level would is quite specialised work and OKT are most
appreciative of skilled DOC staff undertaking a large portion of the work. It was
great to see Dave Wills back in Otanewainuku putting his expertise to good use.

The results of the survey are looking very promising for the future of Kokako at Ota-
newainuku with a total of 25 kokako found. A good number of un-banded birds (i.e.
hatched in Otanewainuku ) have been found, several of which have paired up and
formed new territories. In one case we found an un-banded pair that still had one of
|l ast seasonds juveniles with them and
Mum without much luck! This is the first sign seen that kokako born in Otane-
wainuku are breeding. The success of the kokako project is due to dedicated volun-

teers and sponsors and support from DOC

so thanks to all of you.

We had hoped to have a volunteer day (pre-dawn start) to track a pair of kokako,
but ,due to the wild weather, the survey dragged on too close to the breeding sea-
son when birds need to be left alone. We will plan for another volunteer day spotting
kokako, probably in early May. Watch this space.

Dave Edwards
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Oropi
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The children at Oropi School held a
fundraiser for the OKT this winter via
a coin trail. Children decorated and
named their kiwi and managed to
raise a whopping $562.10 Senior
student Harry Shaw is pictured above
with the finished kiwi.

If you would like to have a coin trail
fundraiser at your school for the Trust
in 2015, do email
moana@cloudnine.co.nz

I 6l send you infor ma
for a speaker to talk to the children.
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Accounting

It is very busy
front right now. Work is underway
to transfer our financial records to
the cloud-based accounting system
iXeroo. This wild.l
tion of the treasu
tion of our financial information
much easier to manage.

on

This is a convoluted process and
we are grateful for the support of
the local KPMG office and particu-
larly Leanne Twentyman, a senior
accountant at KPMG who has
helped to load us up in her own
time. It now remains to enter our
historical data for the current year.
We are also working on obtaining
internet banking.

There are new reporting standards
for charities coming into effect on 1
April 2015, which must be adhered
to if we wish to retain charitable
status. Our current annual finan-
cial report is very close to comply-
ing, but we will work to be com-
pletely compliant by 31 March
2016.

Melanie Norton

Thanks Yvonne!

A heartfelt thanks to Yvonne
Baldock. Yvonne has recently
resigned from her role on the
funding team after spending
many hours filling in funding ap-
plication forms and obtaining
many thousands of dollars espe-
cially for our kiwi work. Good
luck with your new ventures
Yvonne!

Sian heads to
Haast

We bid farewell for the time
being to Trustee Sian Bent who
has done a huge amount of
work for the Trust in Warren-
heip. She is taking a break as
a Trustee but we look forward
to her return.
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Volunteer Notice Board

Get involved!

Ittishaevery éxeiting tinieeat OKST with the new funding from DOC secured for the next 3 years
we are going through a period of rapid growth. We still have a steady number of new volun-

teers joining up however we always need more help!
make the transi - . ) .
rIfeyeusfiad yoursel with some spape-time or want to become more involved with the Trust

please email us as there is always plenty to do!

Whether you wish to become actively involved in field work, would prefer an admin role or
have some unique skills that would be useful to us get in contact and I'm sure we can find an
interesting role for you.

Warm regards, Harry Taylor
E. volunteer@kiwitrust.org Or call Jenny Black P. 544 8100 eves

Phil Wells
Back on Board

Our Chair Phil Wells had a stroke following a
routine medical procedure in June 2014. It
was a shock to all on the Trust with Phil such
an integral part of the OKT. Thankfully he
received help immediately and undertook a
rigorous rehabilitation.

We would like to thank Peter Crane for step-
ping into the leadership of the Trust as Chair.

Phil and Juliet would like to thank everyone
for their support, vi
rehabilitation is going well and he is back in
the bush. He recently gave Juliet a run for
her money on a two hour walk as they

helped Bruce Murray with his Northern
Whataroa stoat line. She could hardly keep
up with him! Our database guru Garry

Bones says that Phil also recently enjoyed a five
hour trip tramp to Lake Tarawera from Kawerau.

A i e o

Phil and his daughter at Warrenheip last year

We look forward to Phil returning to the OKT Trust meetings in February 2015.

Photo: Dave Edwards

Gecko skin found at Otanewainuku by Dave Edwards



Volunteer Profile: Dave Brown

Dave saw an ad in the Weekend Sun in 2003 calling for line clearing volunteers and
joined Neal Blaymires and Dave Edwards at the coalface. Dave and his wife Pauline
grow vireyas and hostas in their aptly named Browns nursery.

Rat Trapping

In the early years volunteering for the OKT Dave shared a rat trapping line with Diane
Paton and was duly seconded to the Ops Committee. He left the Trust work to focus
his time as a School Board of Trustees member and returned as his youngest left
school. Daveds volunteer title is now Kiwv
Norton tapping him on the shoulder and asking if he would like to become involved in
kiwi monitoring. He is back on the Ops Committee too.

Highlights of OKT involvement: Dave says two things stand out for him: The peo-

ple he meets and his first real hwaahl i ng
amazing feeling, a real buzz. | needed to sit down afterwards and have something to |
eat and drink. |l 6ve seen the same thing vAaRs
are handling a living breathing kiwi, a t

Kiwi monitoring

AKi wi monitoring for the OKT takes pl ace =5l o I n
where the kiwis positions are regularly checked, to maaeBowy e
off, and to see if the males are nesting. We remove the eggs for incubation at Kiwi
Encounter when the time is right. We have

v U uoo o

i E v e-A weekd we go to the créche at Warrenheip to check on our juvenile kiwi

there. We measure their weight, and perform a physical check of their eyes, ears,

feet and general body condition. We also collect fresh and nest faecal samples to test
for Cocci di a, a gut parasite, which can L

Kiwi Monitoring Roster

fiVe have a roster of people trained in kiwi handling. Thanks to Sheryl Petterson,
Nigel Veale, Harry Taylor, Peter Crane, Dave Keeble and Melanie and Brian Norton.
We have a few others in training. Monitoring should become a little easier now the
Trust has bought a new receiver which will automatically scan through all the signals,
rather than checking manually. Who knows, one day we may be able to fly a drone
above the forest Intewievs-d/aama Beaochin bi rds! o

Photo: Phil Wells

Kiwi Update

With the year coming to an end, a quick update on the progress of our kiwi pro-
gramme is timely. It has been our best year yet for kiwi i we currently have 10 kiwi at
Otanewainuku made up of adult and sub adult birds. We are very proud to announce
that four of the new adults have paired up and the two males are sitting on eggs. All
going well we can expect to be raising Otanewainuku bred kiwi in the near future.

Changing kiwi transmitters

As well as our resident population at Otanewainuku we also have 11 younger kiwi in
our creche over at Warrenheip. There are potentially two other older kiwi too, but due
to them having dropped there transmitters we are unable to track them at this stage.
The kiwi at Warrenheip are gradually being released into Otanewainuku as they reach
a suitable age so our resident population is constantly growing.

We have high hopes for the next couple of years, with the potential for many of these
older birds pairing up and the expected increase in egg numbers. On behalf of our
kiwi thank you for all your work and the
workd it has made for a positive year. Harry Taylor

Phgjo: Kate Akers
3

No Pigs in Otanewainuku Night Walk 2014

Over the winter several volunteers reported increased pig activity in Otanewainuku - Ecologist Hamish Dean spoke about

with fresh rooting noted and even the odd pig encounter. Pigs can do a lot of damage the areads biodiversit
to a forest; rooting up tree roots, destroying seedlings and even disturbing nesting an idea of the night creatures we

kiwi resulting in ruined eggs. The Trust has taken steps, along with DOC, to ensure were likely to see and hear.

that should the pigs return they will be hunted by fully trained hunters and dogs to We had 41 people attending and

ensure no risk to our Kiwi from the dogs. A reminder that Otanewainuku is a dog ex- have a waiting list of around 100 for

clusion zone and due to the high volunteer presence we urge hunters to go elsewhere ?hgr:ks, Qafe);\liers SRR |

for safety reasons. Harry Taylor



Department of Conservation Thank you!

~
‘/ Te Papa Atawbhai

The big news at this time is the success of our application to the Department of Conservation for a share of their new

Community Conservation Partnerships Fund.
oo -—!!EE\
= KIWIS

We have been granted $357,000 to spend on animal pest control over the next
three years & the details of that project are covered elsewhere in this newsletter.
We were thrilled to be one of the few successful organisations and it is a huge en-
dorsement of the work we do.

Factors that were taken into account included the national significance of the Ota-
newainuku forest and the organisational strengths & sustainability of the Otane-

wainuku Kiwi Trust. Thanks must go to Phil Wells and Nigel Veale who put to- ® g KIWI
gether our application in a very tight time-frame, with Nigel following through to the e

signing of the deed in November. Thanks also to Barb Strange, our Conservation W w F®

Partnerships contact at Tauranga DOC who helped to get the deed to the final &

stage and continues to support us in many ways.

We need to continue to seek funds to support our species work and we have received PUb CharltV“
$8,152 from Pub Charity and $8,152 from the World Wildlife Fund for THEHEART.OF COMMUNITY. FUNDING
our kiwi work. As part of a nationwide campaign by Kiwi for Kiwis to raise /

awareness of the plight of kiwi we participated in a Trade Me auction to

name one of our birds i this raised $550. Kiwis for Kiwi continue to sup- @ Western Bay of Plenty
t hi

port us with $4,370 promised for

We have recently learned that the Western BOP District Council have

allocated us $50,000 over three years, specifically for monitoring. Details

are yet to be finalised, but this will be a huge boost to our species work over the next
three years. Many thanks to Glenn Ayo and his tireless support of the Otanewainuku

Kiwi Trust i Glenn your background support is much appreciated. - BayTrUSt

The Ministry for the Environment Community Environment Fund are funding
$31, 217 of this year 6s ani Baglrustthavegivercusnt r 01 p1 vy aminie  anu

$2,300 towards professional help with the review of our strategic plan. 7

Te Puke Veterinary Centre Ltd

We would like to thank all our supporters, with a special mention of the continuing support from
Te Puke Vets, the Oropi School and the Pendergrast family.

Send me information on making a bequest in my will. PO Box 9311 Tauranga 3142

R . Editor: Moana Bianchin
Email info@kiwitrust.org
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You can pay by credit card online www.kiwitrust.org
moana@cloudnine.co.nz
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